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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: STA Chief Executive Officers, STA Umpire Chairs 
 

CC: Matthew Kennedy Chief Executive Officer; John Roberts, Chairman, National 
Officiating Advisory Group (NOAG); NOAG Committee. 

  
 
FROM: Andrew Howie – General Manager, Bowls Operations on behalf of (NOAG) 

 
DATE: February 19, 2026 

 
RE: Approved Footwear  

Bowls Australia (BA) and the National Officiating Advisory Group (NOAG), under the Laws of the Sport of 
Bowls – Crystal Mark 4th Edition, May 2023, are responsible for the approval of footwear in relation to 
colours and types of sole.  
 
Accordingly, the list published by Bowls Australia is the definitive list of footwear currently approved for use 
in Australia for the sport of lawn bowls: 
 
Approved Footwear List: Footwear - Bowls Australia. 
 
It has been observed on our bowling greens that there is an increasing number of footwear being worn that 
do not appear on the approved footwear list. 
 
In some instances, players have re-soled non-bowls shoes to ensure compliance with the Laws of the 
Sport. This practice is acceptable, provided the soles fully comply with the current laws. 
 
Some players, for medical reasons, are unable to wear the wide selection of approved footwear. In such 
cases, players must seek permission from their own State or Territory Authority (STA) to wear non-
approved shoes. Requests must be supported by a medical certificate and will be considered by the 
relevant STA. 

 
For Bowls Australia controlled events, permission to wear non-approved footwear can only be granted by: 
 
Andrew Howie 
General Manager – Bowls Operations 
ahowie@bowls.com.au 
 
Please note that any greenkeeper, or their delegate, has the authority to require a player to change their 
footwear if it is deemed to be causing or potential to cause damage to the green. 

https://bowls.com.au/get-involved/national-merchandise-program-policy/footwear/
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Club Presidents or Club Committee Members are requested to assist in regulating the use of approved 
footwear by bowlers. 
 
It should also be noted that there are a small number of shoes currently on the market that may cause 
damage to bowling greens. 
 
If there are further enquiries, please email John Roberts Chairperson of NOAG  jroberts@bowls.com.au or 
Andrew Howie General Manager, Bowls Operations ahowie@bowls.com.au . 
 

 
 
Andrew Howie 
General Manager Bowls Operations, Bowls Australia 
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