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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: STA Chief Executive Officers, STA Umpire Chairs 
 

CC: Matthew Kennedy Chief Executive Officer; John Roberts, Chairman, National 
Officiating Advisory Group (NOAG); NOAG Committee. 

  
 
FROM: Andrew Howie – General Manager, Bowls Operations on Behalf of (NOAG) 

 
DATE: February 16, 2026 

 
RE: Line Markings on Bowling Greens  

 
The National Officiating Advisory Group (NOAG), on behalf of Bowls Australia, wishes to remind all STAs, 
State Umpire Chairs and Greenkeepers that all greens in Australia must be marked strictly in accordance 
with Laws 49.12 and 49.13, and Appendix B.2. and B.4 - Laws of the Sport of Bowls, Crystal Mark 4th Edition, 
May 2023. 

 
It has been brought to our attention, through live streaming, umpire reports and direct observation, that some 
clubs are marking a continuous line across greens at the 2metre mark from the ditch. This is not permitted 
and contrary to the Laws of the Sport. The marks must be lines drawn in the form of a T. 
 
Similarly, the centre line of the rink can be marked starting 2 metres from each end ditch and finishing at 
any point up to, but not less than 23metres (DR 1.3) from the opposite end. There cannot be a line drawn 
across the green at the 23metre mark and the end of the 23m line cannot be marked with a T. The front 
ditch end of the centre line can be marked with a dot. 

 
While many clubs complied following the February 2024 memo, it has been noted that some clubs continue 
to mark a continuous 2-metre line. This renders the green technically illegally marked and not fit for play. 
NOAG requests that all Greenkeepers immediately desist from marking continuous lines at the 2-metre 
mark. 
 
NOAG considers that under no circumstances should a continuous line be drawn across a green unless 
explicitly permitted by the Laws. 
 
The Laws of the Sport are based on clearly defined events and specifications. Where the Laws are silent on 
a matter, it must not be assumed that a particular marking or practice is permitted. 
 
Please ensure this memo is distributed to all relevant personnel, including Greenkeepers. 
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If there are further enquiries, please email John Roberts Chairperson of NOAG  jroberts@bowls.com.au or 
Andrew Howie General Manager, Bowls Operations ahowie@bowls.com.au . 
 

 
 
Andrew Howie 
General Manager Bowls Operations, Bowls Australia 
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